
NATIONAL COALITION OF CLERGY AND LAITY

621 Jordan Circle, Whitehall  PA  18052-7119  USA

national-coalition.org  pilgrimage-for-restoration.org

admin@national-coalition.org   610/435-2634

October 4, 2021

The UNHCR Representative in Libya

U.N. High Commission for Refugees

Almawashi Road, Next to Algheiran Aljanobia School

P.O.Box 80708   Sarraj Area

Tripoli  LIBYA

tel  + 218 21 489 7944

fax + 218 21 489 7945

via e-mail to lbytr@unhcr.org

in re request to assist young Ethiopian refugee Alem Yohannes Berhe of Sobia, Tigray State

Excellent and dear Sir or Madam:

Might you please explain to us, a small non-profit charity, how we can help an Ethiopian refugee, 

a young student, who has recently fled the war in his homeland of Tigray State, and who then has 

been twice kidnapped, tortured, and held for ransom by human-traffickers in Libya, and who is 

currently in hiding alone there?  Our intention is to start with you the process of bringing the 

young man to the United States.  We have the resources and the people to assist us, willing to 

sponsor him in the U.S.

The refugee’s name is Alem Yohannes Berhe of Sobia.  I attach (below) a short biography which 

he has delivered to us.

Alem gives his mobile number in Libya as 00 218 910-983-650, and intermittently is able to 

exchange e-mail from  alemjhon1988@gmail.com .  Would you attempt, please, to reach him?  

We shall in the meantime ask Alem to visit, to register with, your office – assuming it is still 

operative.

Sincerely & gratefully,

G. P. Lloyd

Gregory P. Lloyd

lloydg@national-coalition.org

+1 484-201-3852 mobile

cc:  Rev. Fr. Tesfamariam Baraki, c/o St. Gabriel Catholic Church

26 Grant Circle NW, Washington D.C. 20011-4606  USA

+1 202 809-4925  mobile    tbaraki2011@gmail.com 

=======================+++++++++++====

My name is Alem Yohannes Berhe and I was born on December 21, 1997 (GC) from my 
mother Letebrhan Hadush Gebremariam, and from my father Yohannes Berhe Abay in Sobia 
(Sobia is the part of woreda Gulomekada regional state of Tigray in Ethiopia). I started 
grade one school in 2003 (GC) at the primary school of Sobia living with my mother. But at
that time my father was not with my mother because he divorced her and was living with 
another wife. 
Since my father moved to Adama in Oromia State, I went with my father in 2004 (GC) and 
I started school from zero grade because I could not speak the Amharic language at that 
time. I studied up to grade 3 in Adama (Adama is the capital of Oromia regional State) 
Primary School of Degene Sime staying with my stepmother. But in 2008 (GC), I went back 
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Nat’l Spiritual Director
Rev. Fr. Scott Wm. Allen

Officers & Directors

President
William R. Marra

Vice-President
Eric M. McWhirter

Treasurer
Michael J. Meier

Recording Secretary
James J. Kelly

Corresponding Secy
Dennis P. Mitchell

Paul M. Audino

Augustin J. Cavalier

Reuben J. DeMaster

Patrick F. Fitzsimmons

John J. Gallagher

Chet S. Geniusz

John J. Martin

Felix J. Sternfels

William C. Yap

Executive Director

Gregory P. Lloyd, M.A.
*

Episcopal Advisor
Most Rev. Roman

     Danylak, STL  JUD 
+

Eternal memory!

Advisory Panel
  Chairman

Thomas D. Hess

Damian Fedoryka, Ph.D.

Christopher A. Ferrara, Esq.

Joseph-Henri Fradet

Alice Ann Grayson

Richard Cowden Guido

Alice von Hildebrand, Ph.D.

Philip F. Kiernan

Ann M. Malone, A.M.I.

A. J. Matt, Jr.

Michael J. Matt

Fr. Sergius-Maria

Douglas P. Valenzuela

Howard J. Walsh *

+  Mary K. Smith *

+  Richard J. Lloyd *

+  Fr. Paul Wickens *

+  William A. Marra, Ph.D. *

+  Fr. Vincent P. Miceli, Ph.D. *

+  Jean N. Buschle *

+  John Blewett

+  Eric S. Bower

+  F. Frank Castaldi

+  Mary C. Chu

+  James B. T. Chu, Ph.D.

+  Fr. Michael Jarecki

+  Gerard J. Keane

+  Richard B. Mitchell

+  Msgr. Charles T. Moss

+  Mary R. Motley

+  John J. Mulloy

+  Robert W. Murray

+  William Smyth

+  Bro. Francis Xavier, C.Ss.R.

+  deceased

*  co-founder

mailto:coalition@fast.net
mailto:lloydg@national-coalition.org


to Tigray and went to school staying with another step-mother Tsadkan Tesfay in Zalanbessa
(Zalanbessa is part of wereda Gulomekada in the regional state of Tigray) and I finished 
grades 4 to 8 from 2008-2012 (GC) in the Primary School of Zalanbessa. And from 2013-
2016 (GC) I studied at Zalanbessa Secondary School. In 2017 (GC), I went to study at the 
Debre Markos University for about two years majoring in Computer Science and Electrical 
Engineering. But when I was in the second year, a conflict broke out and I was forced to go
back to Zalanbessa in Tigray, and I was enrolled at the Ethio-Lens College located in Adigrat
in 2019 (GC) by distance because of Coronavirus.
Then in November of 2020 (GC), the destructive and genocidal war against Tigray broke out.
At that time, I was in Zalanbessa and I was forced to flee the town and hide in the cave to 
save my life. At the war, my friends were killed by the troops, and my family was 
disappeared; but after one month I was able to encounter my family once more for the last 
time. After that, I realized that I had one chance to survive and that was migration, that is,
to flee or run away from my country to another unknown country to receive refuge.
I started to migrate to Sudan but I was arrested along with others by kidnapers/human 
traffickers and brought to Libya after that they beat us and tortured us; they punched us; 
imprisoned us and they commanded us to pay $10,000 dollars otherwise they would sell us 
to other human traffickers! At that time or moment, there was not any connection or 
communication in Tigray because of the ongoing war, and my family could not pay this 
kind of money at all! They arrested me for about 6 months in Libya in a place known as 
Binwelid. After 6 months, they transferred us to Zawya (part of Libya); and at this place, 
they never stopped torturing us and threatening and terrorizing us to kill us. But after one 
month I managed to escape from their camp and to flee to Tripoli (the capital city of Libya)
and now am living to hide with my fellow neighbors.
So, dear compassionate people of goodwill, I am desperately seeking your help to rescue my
life from the life-threatening conditions I am in the ruleless and anarchic land of Libya! I 
am seriously in bad situation… if you can please help me to rescue me from this terrible 
and dangerous life! My phone number is 00218910983650. My email is 
alemjhon1988@gmail.com
Contact me!
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